
Minutes of the Public Works Committee – January 15, 2004

Chair Manke called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. at the Highway Operations Center, after which 
time he led the committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:  Chair Richard Manke, County Board Supervisors James Behrend, Genia Bruce, Hank 
Carlson, Karl Nilson, Rodell Singert (arrived at 9:45 a.m.), David Swan
Staff Present:  County Board Chief of Staff Lee Esler, Legislative Policy Advisor Mark Mader, 
Legis.Associate Sandra Meisenheimer
Also Present:  Public Works Director Rich Bolte, Building Projects Mgr. Dennis Cerreta, Sr. Civil 
Engineer Paul Barthel, Architectural Technician Mike Wells, Fleet Manager Bob Rauchle, Budget 
Specialist Linda Witkowski

Consider Proposed Ordinance: 158-O-129 Parking Regulation – CTH “K”
Motion:  Swan moved, second by Bruce, to approve Ordinance 158-O-129, which will designate 
upon the placement of proper signs “no parking anytime” on both sides of CTH “K” from a point 
1,700 feet west of One Mile Road easterly to Brookfield Road in the Village of Menomonee Falls 
and the City of Brookfield.  Swan asked why was it decided to stop the parking right at that 
intersection on the east end rather than run it through the intersection for a certain number of feet?  
Barthel said it is mostly because there hasn’t been a problem with vehicles parking in the 
intersection.  It was carried to Brookfield Road because of the hill to the west of there.  Barthel said 
it would be okay to go beyond there, but it really isn’t necessary as part of this ordinance.  Motion 
carried 6 – 0.

Future Agenda Items
1.  Esler said he received a call from Karen McNelly (former County Board Supervisor) who is 
concerned about the impact of the Pabst Farms on state and county highways.  A future agenda item 
would be – “Discuss Alterations and Improvements to County Trunk Highways.”
2.  Presentation and Discussion of Technology Improvements Used by the Public Works Dept. 
3.  Wisconsin River Rail Transit Update.
4.  Discuss County Grounds Master Plan.  

Correspondence
1.  Esler referred to a letter from SEWRPC which is a response to the Milwaukee Journal–Sentinel
regarding John Norquists’s attack on SEWRPC and WisDOT in the December 14th  “Crossroads” 
section of the Journal-Sentinel.
2.  Esler explained the memo from Robert Johnson of Waukesha Metro Transit regarding an update 
on the status of procurement for Routes 901, 904-906.  The Federal Transit Administration denied 
Coach USA’s appeal based on the grounds that the protest was premature.  
3.  Manke discussed a Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel article: “Racine County weighs drug treatment 
court.”

Approve Minutes of December 8 and December 18, 2003; January 7, 2004
Motion:  Nilson moved, second by Behrend to approve the minutes of 12/8/03 (Joint Meeting of 
Public Works/Executive/Finance Committees).  Motion carried 6 – 0.  
Motion:  Bruce moved, second by Carlson, to approve the minutes of 12/18/03.  Motion carried 
6 – 0.  
Motion:  Nilson moved, second by Bruce, to approve the minutes of 1/7/04 (Joint Meeting of 
Public Works/Finance Committees).  Motion carried 6 – 0.
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Verbal Report from Executive Committee Member
Manke reviewed items that were discussed and/or considered at the last meeting on 1/5/04.

Verbal Report from Committee Member Attending Airport Commission Meeting
Bruce said the commission met yesterday.  One of the members has resigned (George Dalton), and  
Executive Finley will be making another appointment.  There were concerns by the commission 
about the Quad lease agreements.  Questions centered on why the agreements went to the Public 
Works Committee before going to the Airport Commission.  Extra revenue was received at year-end 
due to late in the year land leases and some savings on maintenance.  These funds were used to buy 
a new ATIS unit, which is a weather advisory device.  There also was a discussion about airport 
minimum standards.  Bruce said after the standards are discussed and revised, an ordinance will be 
submitted. 

Status Update on Selected Capital Projects
Bolte, Cerreta and Wells were present.  Bolte began with the Justice Facility – Phase I project.  He 
stated the project is about a month behind but they expect to catch up.  About $200,000 of 
contingency funds has been spent, and a report is forthcoming.  They are out of the ground 
everywhere so the foundation and bad soils will not be causing any problems, but Cerreta said there 
is still about 10-15% of earth to look at.  

Bolte said the Northview Boiler Replacement project is over budget.  The boiler replacement was 
rebid at the end of 2003 and costs came in greater than what was budgeted partly because some 
items for demolition were also included.  They would like to fund the boiler replacement project out 
of two areas.  If this can’t be done, they will have to split the boiler replacement project and rebid it 
with the results probably not ending up as good.  

Wells said the Metro Drug Unit Relocation project will be bid late this month.  Construction will 
start in early March and finish in May.  Right in line with that project is the Northview Demolition
project.  Metro will be moved to the west end immediately followed by the east end demolition to  
include the boiler area.  It will be bid out in April.  The demolition will start in early June and will 
be finished in late November/early December.

Singert arrived at the meeting at 9:45 a.m.

Tour of Highway Operations Center to View New Patrol Trucks
The committee went on a tour of the Highway Operations Center to view a new patrol truck.  
Rauchle said there are eight new trucks (6 – patrol; 2 - tandem).  

Tour of Communications Center
The committee toured the new Communications Center, which is in the process of being built.  
Bolte and Cerreta were on hand to answer questions.

Motion to adjourn:  Nilson moved, second by Carlson, to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m.  
Motion carried 7 – 0.

Respectfully submitted,

Genia C. Bruce
/sm Secretary


